t 


CVCCt4^  ei^'/(rH 


i 


(7~^  i 

4u. 


/3 


CZ^  (^z^a.{  ^ C^ 

<v-/  $ C^x^v^>, 


Cf  Ctt-l 


7 


5^^ 

/ a..c^^ 


J”. 


/-  K. 


CUS^ri^  •<^,-Ov«  / C*,  i-t/TU 


cT^  C cv^x*,^  ,^v^  ' 


irr 


' ^>vcd  ' r 


i‘ 


d(K-"  V 


CALLINGTON’S  HEALTH  IN  1908. 


NO  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED. 


The  annual  repoit  of  Dr.  H.  Davis,  jun., 
Medical  Ofihcer  of  Health,  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  condition  of  Callington  during  1908, 
was  preeented  to  the  Urban  Council  laet  week, 
as  followe : — 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  dis- 
trict was  36,  20  males  and  16  females ; the 
number  of  deaths  26,  8 males  and  18  females ; 
natural  increase  10.  This  would  give  a birthi- 
late  of  21  and  a death-rate  of  15.1  per  1,000 
per  annum,  on  a population  of  1,714  as  at  the 
last  census.  The  returns  for  the  whole  county 
for  the  year  show  a birth.-rate  of  22.2  and  a 
death-rate  of  14.5 ; although  we  compare 
favourably  with  them,  I think  for  a naturally 
healthy  country  district  we  must  hope  tO'  see 
them  still  better.  Two  deaths  occurred  under 
1 year,  2 deaths  between  1 and  5 years,  and  14 
over  60.  Of  these  7 were  over  70,  the  oldest  be- 
ing within  a week  of  entering  the  100th  year. 
Seven  deaths  were  recorded  as  being  due  to  dis- 
eases of  the  respiratory  system,  viz. : 3 bron- 
chitis and  4 phthisis.  There  were  6 deaths  from 
heart  disease,  2 from  cancer  and  9 from  other 
causes,  and  there  were  2 inquest  cases.  I am 
pleased  to  say  that  not  a single  case  of  infectious 
disease  has  been  notified  during  the  year.  This 
is  most  satisfactory,  especially  when  we  consider 
the  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  in  many 
of  our  adjacent  parishes,  and  that  we  have 
escaped  importation;  and  if  the  health  of  a 
district  is  to  be  judged  by  the  joint  infantile 
and  zymotic  death-rates  we  must  consider  the 
district  to  be  in  a good  sanitary  condition. 

That  tubercular  phthisis  is  responsible  for  4, 
or,  perhaps,  5 deaths,  is  a serious  matter,  and 
again  emphasises  the  necessity  for  increased 
efforts  to  stamp  out,  if  possible,  this  distinctly 
-’witii  its  appalling  mdrtalttyT 


During  tjie  past  few  years  probably  no  disease 
has  excited  more  consideration  from  medical 
societies  and  health  authorities  than  consump- 
tion, resulting  in  a unanimous  opinion  that  all 
health  authorities  must  join  in  a determined 
crusade  against  this  disease.  I am  pleased  to 
say  that  I have  found  that  relatives  of  consump- 
tives are  eager  for  information,  and  most 
active  ip.  practising  the  principles  of  disin- 
fection in  these  cases,  and  the  results  are  suc- 
cessful and  gratifying. 

Vaccination  is  most  unsatisfactory ; it  is 
simply  going  from  bad  to  worse.  The  easy 
manner  with  which  the  law  permits  certificates 
for  exemption  to  be  granted  has  resulted  in  no 
less  than  23  exemptions  out  of  36  births,  and 
one  dreads  to  think  of  the  probable  fate  of  these 
irresponsible  children  should  an  ^outbreak  of 
small-pox  occur.  You  are  powerless  to  act; 
but  I would  urge  every  parent,  before  exercis- 
ing hie  conscience  on  a medical  subject,  to  be 
guided  by  the  opinion  of  hie  medical  adviser. 


SEWERAGE. 


A new  sewer  has  been  constructed  in  the 
Launceston-road  from  the  Poor-houses  to  Mr. 
Reynolds’s  house.  It  is  of  9-in.  glazed  earl  hen- 
ware  pipes,  cement-jointed,  and  provided  with 
an  inspection  chamber  and  ventilation  shaft, 
and  ■ the  drains  from  the  contributing  houses 
have  been  re-laid,  well  trapped,  and  ventilated. 
This  area  is  now  in  a thoroughly  satisfactory 
condition.  .The  sewer  at  the  rear  of  L-iskeard- 
road,  from  the  Brethren  Chapel  to  Haye-road, 
has  given  frequent  trouble;  repairs  have  only 
resulted  in  temporary  good,  and  structural  de- 
fects have  been  so  apparent  that  its  reconstruc- 
tion was  absolutely  necessary.  This  has  been 
done  similar  to  the  above  sewer,  which  I 
believe  wiU  give  most  satisfactory  results.  The 
total  cost  of  sewerage  work  for  the  year  is  about 
£50. 

DRAINAGE. 


Including  new  buildings,  13  houses  have  new 
drains  throughout.  They  are  of  the  usual  4-in. 
pipes,  cement-jointed,  trapped  and  ventilated, 
and  the  new  buildings  have  interceptors;  all 
the  work  has  been  carefully  inspected,  smoke- 
tested,  and  found  satisfactory.  Seven  new 
w.c.’s  have  been  built  during  the  year. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


For  many  years,  even  a moderate  drought  has 
meant  serious  deficiency  in  the  water  supply  to 
the  greater  part  of  the  town,  which  is  dependent 
on  the  Waterworks  Company.  This  year  we  ex- 
perienced an  exceptional  drought  of  many 
weeks’  duration,  and  I am  not  aware  of  any 
house  that  w^  without  a reasonable  supply  for 
domestic  purp?>se3.  The  unexpected  happened, 
and  its  explanation  cannot  be  found  in  any  ad- 
dition the  cbmpany  have  made  to  their  storage, 
but  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  more  skilful 
regulation  of  the  supply  and  vigilance  over  un- 
necessary waste.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this 
success  will  in  no  way  retard  the  proposal  to  in- 
crease reservoir  storage.  The  usual  pumps  and 
public  stream  at  Pipe  Well  gave  fair  supplies 
considering  the  drought. 


/ 


TKADE  PREMISES. 

The  requirements  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shops Act  have  been  observed  as  far  as  the 
cases  in  the  district  permit.  Trade  premises  on 
the  whole  are  in  a satisfactory  condition;  parti- 
cular attention  has  been  given  to  dairies  and 
cowsheds  in  the  application  of  the  recently 
adopted  bye-laws.  There  is  appreciable  im- 
provement, but  a great  amount  remains  to  be 
done,  and  will  undoubtedly  necessitate  bringing 
many  cases^  before  the  Council  for  your  conr  : 
sideration  of  their  defective  conditions.  Early 
in  the  year  a licence  was  granted  for  a knacker^ 
yard,  and  your  decision  to  decline  its  renewal 
will  without  doubt  be  appreciated  by  the  resi- 
dents of  the  town. 

HOUSING  OP  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

I have  little  to  add  to  my  previous  reports  on 
this  matter.  In  the  absence  of  philanthropy  it 
is  useless  talking  about  building  better  cottages 
for  the  labourer,  and  closing  those  that 
thoroughly  deserve  condemnation.  We  have  * 
either  to  make  the  best  of  our  circumstances, 
and  tolerate  the  existence  of  houses  that  no  one 
with  any  respect  for  the  requirements  of  public 
health  would  inhabit,  or  close  them  and  so  de- 
populate the  district.  Four  new  houses  have 
been  built  during  the  year.  The  sanitary  con- 


Tbe  authority  is  resjionsible  for  the  removal 
of  house  refuse,  and  the  work  is  carried  out  by 
contract  in  a satisfactory  manner,  ash  bins  be-  / 
ing  emptied  weekly.  The  practice  of  collecting 
broken  glass,  earthenware,  etc.,  once  a month 
continues.  The  cleanliness  of  the  streets  is, 
perhaps,  one  of  the  most  obvious  indications 
to  the  casual  observer  and  visitor  of  the  exist-  ' 
ence  of  a sanitary  authority,  and  this  matter  has 
received  much  consideration  during  the  year. 
The  dusty  condition  of  Fore-street,  especially, 
had  become  intolerable.  A water  cart  was 
thought  expensive ; so,  as  an  alternative  remedy, 
a preparation  known  as  tarmite  was  applied 
superficially  over  Fore-street  and  parts  of  the 
adjacent  streets.  The  result  was  an  even, 
plastic  surface,  reducing  dust  to  a minimum, 
lessening  the  noise  of  vehicular  trafl&c,  and  un- 
doubtedly adding  durability  to  the  streets,  and 
what  dust  existed  was  probably  blown  in  from 
distances  not  so  treated.  This,  admittedly  an 
experiment,  is  thoroughly  deserving  considera- 
tion next  summer.  The  streets  are  swept  on 
Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday  of  each  week ; 
this  imparts  to  the  whole  town  a clean,  whole- 
some appearance,  but,  within  an  hour  or  two, 
there  are  deposits  of  horse  and  cow  dung, 
banana  skins,  etc.,  and  such  depos'ts  on  a 
Saturday  morning  are  not  removed  until  the  fo’- 
lowing  Tuesday.  In  the  meantime  they  are 
scattered  and  pressed  into  the  ground  by  heavy 
traffic,,  rendering  subsequent  sweeping  most 
difficult.  I have  repeatedly  advocated  the  em- 
ployment of  a man  with  a wheelbarrow, 
perhaps  an  old-age  pensioner,  who  would  clean 
up  such  deposits  as  formed.  This  would,  of 
course,  be  an  additional  expense,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  might  abolish  one  day’s  sweeping. 
Most  towns,  having  regard  for  the  clean  condi- 
tion of  their  streets,  prohibit  cows ; even  if  we 
tolerate  them  in  our  streets,  I cannot  see  that 
we  should  extend  our  sidewalks  to  their  mono- 
poly ; the  too  often  filthy  state  of  the  sidewalks 
on  Saltash-road  and  Launceston-road  demands  a 
lasting  remedy. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889, 
and  Part  III  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act, 
1890,  have  been  adopted. 

By-laws  and  regulations  in  existence  are  m 
relation  to  nuisances,  new  buildings,  slaughter- 
houses, dairies,  and  cowsheds. 


oitions  are  satisiactory,  and  cerrincares  or  em- 
' cient  water  supply  have  been  granted. 


SCAVENGING  AND  HOUSE  REFUE 


